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the native communities to an Income Tax. But they
remember Burke's apothegm, quoted by Mr. Wilson,
that it is as difficult to tax and to please as to love
and to be wise. Any form of taxation by an alien
Government, such as ours in India, must be unpo-
pular. And they hold that it is better to have a just
and righteous system of taxation, even at the expense
of a little extra unpopularity, than basely to consult
our own ease, and win the silence of the rich by
perpetuating an injustice to the poor.

To the argument from the comparative unproduc-
tiveness of the tax, as hitherto levied, such thinkers
urge our want of experience, together with the disad-
vantages under which the revenue officers have been
placed by the indecision of the Government, and by
the policy which has always imposed the tax as a
merely temporary expedient It is not likely, tfyey
say, that people will quietly accept a tax when the
Government thus deliberately holds out a hope to
them that agitation will compass its removal.

The opponents of the Income Tax in India do not
dispute its theoretical justice, but denounce it on
practical grounds. The more moderate among them,
while fully admitting the merits of direct taxation,
believe in the words of a distinguished Lieutenant-
Governor,1 that' the difficulty of applying it in India
equally, and without the most deplorable oppression,
is, in the present state of native society, all but in-
superable/ They accordingly hold ' that almost any
indirect tax is preferable to a direct one, and that,
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